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Meeting Matters
Every Saturday

10 - 12pm Morning Coffee
Every Tuesday
 10.00   Prayers & Reflection South Transept
Every Wednesday
 12.30   Butterflies Plus - Lunch for the Over 60s

Front Cover
Highly Commended Certificate won by Butterflies Cafe in the Best
in Edinburgh Category of the Scottish Cafe Awards 2019.
(See page  9)

June
9      9.50 Family Service
 10.30  Morning Service
16   9.50 Family Service
 10.30 Morning Service followed by the Annual Stated Meeting
23     9.50  Family Service
 10.30 Morning Service
30    9.50  Family Service
 10.30 Sacrament of Holy Communion
July
7 10.30 Morning Service
14  10.30  Morning Service
21 10.30 Morning Service
28 10.30   Morning Service
August
4    10.30 Morning Service
11  10.30 Morning Service
18  10.30 Morning Service
25  10.30 Morning Service
September
1      9.50  Family Service
 10.30 Morning Service
8      9.50  Family Service
 10.30 Morning Service
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Reflections

The year is 537 B.C.
The place is Jerusalem.

In this year, the Israelites returned from exile
in Babylon.  After 50 years or more they re-
turned to find that everything had changed and
the country they left or had heard of in stories
from their elders was still in the hands of their
enemies.

The city walls have been torn down and buildings had been looted
and the Temple of Solomon was destroyed. The Babylonians had
stripped all the wealth in gold and silver.

The old men, who were children when they left, remembered the
old days when the Temple was one of the wonders of the ancient
world, which housed the Ark of the Covenant.

They knew deep down that this new temple would never be the
same; it would be smaller and most of the things of yesteryear
were gone. This realisation broke their hearts and they wept
bitterly.

On the other hand, the young people could not remember the old
days, but they could see that a new day of opportunity had
dawned for them and they embraced it wholeheartedly! And so
together they worked hard to rebuild, some lamenting that it
would not be the same, while others revelling in their newly found
freedom with all the possibilities which that brought.

In the rarely read book of Ezra, the story takes us through the
reestablishment of worship, which was of utmost importance for
all the people and the words from Psalm 136 were used to
celebrate: “for his love endures forever”.

For young and for old, each could say them and celebrate, each
with their own responses of faith and life and challenge, so that
together each could worship in that new place; some cheering in
joy and some weeping for what was lost, but each still praising
God.
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Fourteen years ago, when we made the final decision to build the
Centre, there was an equal mixture of worship and celebration and
the shedding of tears. Some could remember a time, long before,
and there was a sense that things might be lost.
Younger people had no memory or experience of what had been.
For them the future was something unhindered by the past.
However, each together still worshipped and shared faith.  Our
past, present and future defines us.  We should not fear the past,
nor let our bad experience have the final word, but allow every
experience to shape us for the good, in the here and now.

The year is 2019 AD. The place is Marchmont.
As we look to the future once more, there will naturally be a
mixture of all the same emotions and a few more as well, as we
make the decision to build, later in the Autumn.  We are at that
catch 22 situation where we are ready to build, but we have to wait
for the final funding to be secured.  We do not build on ruins, but
on good foundations, so like the people of Ezra’s time, let us
together celebrate what we have, look forward to what we will have
and do so worshipping God and saying together: “for his love
endures forever”.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2019
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland 2019 has been one
to remember and it is hoped that the changes which will gradually
filter down to congregational level will ensure the survival of the
Church and meet the needs of future generations.

Life and Work have produced a very informative supplement and
you are encouraged to read it and see where the future lies for the
whole church.  MSG is a part of this future and our further
development will help us to play our part in the future and not live
in the past.
(The full article is available in hard copy for you to read on the Information
table in the Church Centre or can be downloaded on
https://www.lifeandwork.org/resources/general-assembly-supplement)
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A RADICAL ASSEMBLY
The 2019 General Assembly of the Church of Scotland opened with
a reminder that its decisions could ‘shape the future of the Church
for years to come’ ; and closed with the Lord High Commissioner,
the Duke of Buccleuch, saying someone had described it as the
most significant Assembly since the Union in 1929.

The Assembly accepted three reports that between them have the
potential to radically reshape the Church of Scotland, at every level
from the local to the national and the General Assembly itself.  The
overall thrust of the plans is devolution of decision making and
resources from the centre to reorganised and re-energised regional
and local structures, with an emphasis on equipping churches for
mission in their local context.

• Up to £25m to be spent on projects aimed at church growth,
with particular emphasis on church planting
• 100 new worshipping communities to be established
•  Focus on engaging with people under 40
• Cost of central administration to be cut by up to 30%: four
councils to be merged into two
• Number of Scottish presbyteries to be reduced from 43 to about
12, focused on supporting local congregations in their ministry and
mission
• Networks, hubs and other new local church structures to be
developed
• Kirk Sessions to be reduced in size and focused on ‘leadership
and strategic decision-making’
• Decision-making and resources to be devolved from the central
administration to regional and local levels
• No congregation to pay more to the centre after next year until
new arrangements are agreed
• Land and buildings plan to focus on ‘well equipped spaces in  the
right places’.  Money from sale of redundant buildings to be shared
between congregations
• Improved training and support for all ministry and leadership
roles
• General Assembly to be made smaller
• Encouragement of a season of ‘prayer and preparation’ across
the Church from September to December 2019
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Rev Karen Campbell, in her role as National Chaplain to Legion
Scotland, led the service for the D Day commemorations held at
the French Institute in Edinburgh.  Several veterans in attendance
were presented with the Knight of the Legion d’Honneur Cross
which was presented by the Consul General on behalf of the
President of France.  ( This is the highest French Order of Merit for
Military and Civil Endeavours).  The service can be viewed on
Legion Scotland’s Facebook page.

We say a very fond farewell to William Watt, our student Minister
for this past year,  as he moves on to his probationary placement
at Greyfriars Kirk and wish him every blessing in the future.

We go on to say a warm welcome to Julia Catto who will commence
her probationary period with us in September.

We give thanks for the life and service of:
Ena Nicolson, a member of the congregation and formerly of
Homeross House, died on the 6th June 2019.

CHURCH FAMILY & PARISH NEWS

Helping to make MSG tick
June     Flowers   Coffee     Beadle
9th Mhairi Wilson Carole Byres Alastair Mitchell

16th Shirley Farquhar Joan Smith Charles Stewart
23rd Anne Arthur Helen Bennett Andrew Noble
30th Jessica McCraw Charles Stewart Jessica McCraw
July
7th Judith Stewart Eileen Dickson Ian Moss
14th Dianne Beattie Joan Wareham     Ian Moss
21st  Joan Ellam June Wilson  M Affolter/A Laing
28th Mhairi Wilson Helen Bennet Jessica McCraw
August
 4th  Charles Stewart  Liz Mack Ian Moss
11th Anne Arthur  Jessica McCraw M Affolter/A Laing
18th  Jessica McCraw   Ann McGhie Andrew Noble
25th  Shirley Farquhar   Joan Smith Jessica McCraw
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Development & Fundraising News
The Development Committee has received the Building Warrant
from Edinburgh City Council and the Quantity Surveyor has the
tender documents ready to issue at our convenience.

As part of the Annual Stated Meeting on the 16th June there will be
a walk-through of the planned development to refresh your mem-
ories followed by a brief presentation of the accounts and coffee.

Our preliminary application to the Heritage Lottery Fund has been
accepted and a project officer has been appointed to work with
Cornerstone and ourselves to ensure a successful result.  The next
window of application is in August and we would expect to hear
the results in November.

In the meantime we have a lot of work to do to meet the heritage
element of our application and a series of booklets are in the
process of being produced with plans for a series of events such as
talks on our silver, windows, organ recitals and tours of the
Graveyard.  Look out for “MONDAYS AT MSG”

Cornerstone will also be sending out a raft of applications for
amount over £10k - £100k.  Our medium level fundraising team
have 15 applications ready to go out so fingers crossed for a
successful outcome.

The Treasurer has banked £1144 to the end of May and June will
see this figure more than double by the efforts of the low level
team with monies still to come in from various corners.

Look out for our beautiful and unique fundraising totaliser painted
by Ruth Thomas, our ”Artist in Residence”, with butterflies and
leaves representing different amounts

The next event is our Summer Fundraising Ceilidh on 22nd

June with Ceilidh Kids.  Tickets are on sale in the centre and
cost;   £22 for family ticket (2 adults and up to 3 kids)
          £8 for adults and £4 for under 12’s
Please come and support this event and get to know our lovely
users and customers.  Lots of fun and games for all!!
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News From The Kirk Session
The next stage of our GDPR program will take place shortly with
Elders receiving a copy of the letter which will be sent to all
members to establish whether all the information which is held on
our members is fair and accurate.

Safeguarding training is to be organised later in the month for
those who have a disclosure or PVG. The Co-ordinator invited as
many people as possible to attend this.
.
Essential maintenance on the Manse was approved by the Kirk
Session.

A new group “The Lighthouse Group” for seniors is planned for the
autumn with games, talks and music. Another group offering
bereavement support called “MSG CARES” is under way and will
also start in the Autumn.  More details in the September Shuttle.

Kinross Parish Church UK’s No.1 Traidcraft Seller
In 2005, our own Pat Munro started a Traidcraft stall in the newly
refurbished Kinross Parish Church. She claimed two cupboards in
the coffee room next to the church, and every Sunday worshippers
were tempted by Divine Chocolate and other Traidcraft products.
Traidcraft are the pioneers in the UK of fairly traded goods,
supporting small scale farmers and workers throughout the world.

Pat got together a small team to develop Traidcraft.  When Pat and
John left Kinross in 2008 to come to Edinburgh and Marchmont St
Giles, the weekly sales were modest, but a beginning had been
made.  Eleven years on, Kinross Parish Church Traidcraft has grown
until this year, they had the highest sales in the United Kingdom.

In 2014, sales were about £8,000, and now over £21,000.  The
team distribute Traidcraft products to four local churches, cafe,
small businesses, and primary and high schools.  There is a
dedicated team, from the youngest who started in Primary 7, up to
people of unspecified age!

Pat had the vision fourteen years ago and from that beginning, the
venture has grown to be a great success.  Congratulations to Pat
and to Kinross Parish Church.
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A NIGHT OF GLITZ AND GLAMOUR

Butterflies cafe was nominated by its
fabulous customers as a finalist in the
“Best Cafe in Edinburgh” category in the
Scottish Cafe Awards 2019 at the
Glasgow Marriott Hotel. The Minister
came in her capacity as Director along
with Judith and Nicci  and a good night
was made great by the announcement
that we’d won the “Highly Commended”
award for our category - we had gone
not expecting to win anything so we
were absolutely delighted.

Our supporting evidence was written to
take the judges on a journey with us

and this was used to make their final decision and is now available
in the Church Centre.

A huge Thank You goes to Louise Ogilvy for nominating us in the
first place and our friends in Singing4fun (Parkinsons Scotland)
wrote a song for us which they performed for us in harmony.

Ode to the Butterflies Café

 We like the Café

We like the Butterflies i

We like the Poached Eggs

Especially with Cheese

We like the Homemade Soup

With Extra Special Bread

Butterflies, Butterflies

Butterflies, Butterflies Café

Butterflies, Butterflies

Butterflies Yay!
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Family Focus Summer 2019
Momentum is building for Superheroes Holiday Club Monday
5th to Friday 9th August mornings for Bible themed fun, games,
activities and more for Primary aged children.  This is a joint project
with Mayfield Salisbury Parish Church. Bettina & Hillary are very
excited! Get in touch for more details and spread the word!
ONLINE BOOKING via Eventbrite OPEN!
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/superhero-summer-
holiday-club-tickets-61028599183

Toddler Time Thursday 25th July, 9.30 - 11.30am
To keep the families of little children going over the summer break,
drop in for the usual Thursday toys, friendship & fun with mini-
makes and activities culminating with story & songs. Families with
older children are welcome too!

Summer Sunday’s at MSG from 10am
During July & August this summer the welcome mat will be out and
the coffee on from 10am for fellowship before the 10.30am service.
There will be a children’s programme during the 10.30 service with
Pew Projects for older ones and side chapel area for littlies. All
welcome! Look forward to seeing you and hearing about your
holidays!

Meanwhile…
We have reached an end of a season for Toddler Church. After
a few years of worshipping mid-week with toddlers and their adults,
we are pressing pause on this format. Thank you to all the families
that have spent time with us over the years; many of whom we
continue to see at other times in the café, toddler group, Sundays
and holidays. Look out for what comes next!

Read, Plan, Pray! Not the title of a well- known book or film, but
my aim for the summer season.  I hope to carve out some time in
the next couple of months (in between holiday club preparation &
delivery and September) to hone and plan some new ventures for
children, young people and families.
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We meet many families throughout the weeks and months through
our groups and the café as well as our regular congregation and we
hope we can continue to weave their interests and needs into the
life & work of our church family. It is team effort. Here’s to what
comes next!

For our prayers:
On the other side of the school holidays, there will be young people
starting school, high school and university.  Let us pray for them
and their families at this exciting but perhaps nervous time of
transition and new beginnings.

Have a lovely summer and send us a postcard!

Bettina

MEADOWS FESTIVAL HIGHLIGHTS

As mentioned in the May issue, we took a pitch
at the Meadows Festival again. Due to the
amount of high quality items it was decided to
have a ‘pre-sale’ sale in the Church Centre and
this raised £800 and a further £700 was made
at the Meadows Festival. The weather was a bit
of a worry this year but the worst of the rain
stayed away although a windy Sunday morning
made life a bit difficult - the stall next to us
gave up when their tent blew over ours.!

A huge Thank you to everyone who helped,
donated or supported this venture in any way.  There are still some
items to be auctioned and our cautious estimate of £1,000 has
been well and truly surpassed.  Lots of charity shops in Morningside
have also benefited as we dropped a couple of boxes of at each one.
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CHRISTIAN AID 2019

On behalf of the Christian Aid Committee I wish to extend our
thanks, once again, for the generosity of the the people who kindly
donated their time and donations of money to a very worthwhile
cause.

The final total received for the Coffee Morning was £542.00 which
was superbly organised by Frances Brown.  Many thanks to Nancy
Jeffries for her donation of beautiful hand-made cards: Fiona Brown
for the compilation of the Quiz, winner as yet to be announced, and
mouth-watering raffle prizes, all of these things helped to boost the
total to £542.

Once again an enormous thank-you to all who delivered the
envelopes door-to-door. £679 was the amount received  from the
envelopes which although considerably less than previous years,
will be warmly received by Christian Aid.

Our thanks also must go to the German Speaking Congregation
Church for their generosity of time and a special thanks to the
masseur, who I believed was relieving painful necks.
A cheque for the monies received from the Soup, Bread and Cheese
lunch on the 3rd March and Christian Aid Week will be sent to
Christian Aid Week.

Thank you to all  who participated in raising money.

June Wilson
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Butterflies Cafe will close for holidays on Friday 19th July for 3
weeks.  Thank you to all our fantastic customers and volunteers for
making Butterflies Cafe such a success. We heard recently from a
family “This is my favourite place in the whole  of Edinburgh”

“All Day Afternoon Tea” is proving to very popular and the Cafe
would be delighted to see you - why not bring a friend or two?? It
is not necessary to book but if you let us know you are coming on
a certain day then we will have it all ready for you.  A word of
warning - Fridays are very busy and noisy all day so it is suggested
that you choose another day.

Butterflies Plus will finish for the session on the 26th June and
re-commence on Wednesday 4th September.  We look forward  to
seeing you then and once again thank you to the many volunteers
who help make these lunches such a success.

The Welcome Leaflet has been recently updated with a list of
classes and contact details. Spanish classes for pre-schoolers
has started and we now have classes in Mandarin for wee ones.

Tap-into-It sessions have proved very successful and Mike and
his team will be taking some time off in July - check with the Office
for holiday dates.

New Pilates Barre classes have commenced and are very busy.

Items for Richmond Craigmillar are constantly coming in and
they are so grateful for our support.  Please remember to buy an
item for the box the next time you go shopping and make sure that
food items have  reasonable ‘best before’ dates eg at least 4 weeks
left as we don’t always manage to deliver every week.

Guild News - Under the theme of Companions on the Road, the
Guild will have its first "Welcome back" meeting  of the 2019-20
session  at 7.30 on Tuesday 10th September.  All welcome!
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Key Register - do you have a set of keys for MSG?  Do you need
to have a set of keys?  If so please let Carey, our Administrator,
know so that she can update the Key Register.  Over £1,000 is
invested in all our sets of keys and it is important that she can
account for them all.  It is also necessary for Insurance purposes
that we can account for them.

Room Bookings - if you need to hold a meeting in MSG please
make sure that you book your space through the office. The Centre
is now so busy that it is not always possible to accommodate people
who turn up expecting to find space.  The office is not available for
meetings so to avoid disappointment please get in touch with Carey
in advance.

Summer Maintenance - the centre is being so well used this
summer that there is no opportunity to close for a week so
maintenance will have to be done around all our bookings.  Dave
Alexander, our Caretaker, will have a list of jobs needing done over
the summer so please get in touch with him to organise dates and
times if you are available to help - the more the merrier!!

Exhibition of Art - Butterflies Cafe and Marchmont St Giles Church
Centre.  Art from children’s illustrated books, infant art, educational
art and general art by Ruth Thomas will be on display soon at
Butterflies Cafe and in the Church Centre.  Some original art,
posters and cards will be available to buy.

Parking - please remember that there is no parking allowed on the
church premises unless you have permission.  Please note too that
parking across at Kilgraston Court is restricted to residents only,  a
rude awakening awaits anyone who transgresses!

Trip to Lindisfarne- it was good and it was happy despite the
weather. Folk from the local churches worshipped together,
laughed together, enjoyed the time and agreed they must do it
again

The Shuttle is taking a break over the summer holidays and will
be back in September.  Please consider writing an article for it as it
is YOUR magazine and if you find something interesting then it is
likely many of our readers will as well.
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW



THE MOFFAT TRENCH
AT THE GORDON HIGHLANDERS MUSEUM

At the opening of the Moffat
Trench on the 25th March 2019
at the Gordon Highlanders’
Museum, Aberdeen.

From Left to right;
Graeme Dey MSP
Dr Margaret Moffat
Charlie Sloan (Chairman)
Ruth Duncan  (Curator)

The roots of the new trench at the Gordon Highlanders Museum
truly stretch all the way back to the First World War. The Moffat
Trench is named after an officer in the Gordon Highlanders, Colonel
Frank Moffat, who was awarded the DSO for his actions in 8/10th

Battalion on 30th August 1917 during the battle of Ypres.

Colonel Moffat survived the war and his daughter, Dr Margaret
Moffat who is a member of Marchmont St Giles’, was a volunteer in
the museum for many years.  She wanted the Aberdeen site to
mark in some way the sacrifice made by men such as her father
and her wider family and was also very aware that her dad took a
great interest in the education of young people.

Although the construction of the trench has been funded by a
number of benefactors, the first and most generous was Dr Moffat.
Museum Chief executive Bryan Snelling said “without her assist-
ance, we would not have been able to proceed.  We both saw the
trench not just as a fitting memorial to the Gordon Highlanders of
the Great War, but as a way of ensuring that today’s schoolchildren
could continue to learn from the lessons of the past.”

Trenches were named after all sorts of things, including officers.
Calling ours the Moffat Trench harks back to this tradition.

Dr Mofffat said,” My father did not want future generations to go
through what his had experienced. Building this trench will help
children connect with the past.  I hope it will renew in them a
determination not to repeat the mistakes of the past.”
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Rt Rev Colin Sinclair, Moderator, shares a
reflection on the 75th anniversary of D Day

Rt Rev Colin Sinclair, Moderator of the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland, shares a reflection on the 75th anniversary of
D-Day.

"One of the D-Day veterans in my congregation shared how, as a
young soldier, he was in one of the boats heading for the beaches
not knowing whether he would be alive or dead by the end of the
day.

"Suddenly, across the water he heard a soldier singing the 23rd
Psalm.  As he sang 'The Lord is my Shepherd' the song was taken
up by others in his boat and spread to other boats around.  In that
psalm they found courage and strength.

"Today we remember those events 75 years ago and give thanks
for the remarkable courage and self-sacrifice of our forces and
those of our allies as they risked everything to liberate France and
bring the Second World War to a close."
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And finally….

Do Not Ask Me to Remember
Do not ask me to remember,
Don’t try to make me understand,
Let me rest and know you’re with me,
Kiss my cheek and hold my hand.
I’m confused beyond your concept,
I am sad and sick and lost.
All I know is that I need you
To be with me at all cost.
Do not lose your patience with me,
Do not scold or curse or cry.
I can’t help the way I’m acting,
Can’t be different though I try.
Just remember that I need you,
That the best of me is gone,
Please don’t fail to stand beside me,
Love me ’til my life is done.

Owen Darnell

"A few months before Esther Darnell died of Alzheimer's disease,
she sat in a nursing home and studied her husband's face as if it
held some great mystery.

Owen Darnell, 74, of Daytona Beach was all too familiar with his
wife's puzzled look.  It was the same one he saw when she
struggled to read the clock or to understand the TV news.

Esther had been a beautiful, loving and intelligent companion.  She
had studied at Columbia University and had earned graduate
degrees in pharmacology and natural sciences at the University of
Havana in Cuba.  She had taught high school maths.  But the
disease gradually tangled her thinking and erased her memory.
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WHO’S WHO @ MARCHMONT ST GILES’

Minister Rev Dr Karen K Campbell 447 2834
 email kkcampbell@churchofscotland.org.uk

Session Clerk  Ian Moss  662 9293
 email  sessionclerk@marchmontstgiles.org.uk

Children & Family   Bettina Hather 447 4359
 email  family@marchmontstgiles.org.uk

Treasurer   Jessica McCraw 667 4514
 email  treasurer@marchmontstgiles.org.uk

Organist &    Robert Parsons 557 1257
Choirmaster

Flowers Mhairi Wilson 445 1835
 email  mhairi.m.wilson@gmail.com
    Shirley Farquhar  447 9558
 email  sgfarquhar@yahoo.com

Safeguarding   Catriona Moss 662 9293
 email  safeguarding@marchmontstgiles.org.uk

Pastoral Care     June Wilson 447 7572

Cafe Manager Judith Stewart 447 4359
 Email  butterflies@marchmontstgiles.org.uk

The Shuttle Editors  Charles & Judith Stewart 668 1970
  email  theshuttle@marchmontstgiles.org.uk

Marchmont St Giles’ Parish, Church of Scotland
is a registered Scottish Charity SCO09338

Church Centre Booking Enquiries

Church Centre Office
(Monday -  Friday   9.00am - 1.00pm)

Email : office@marchmontstgiles.org.uk

0131 447 4359


